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Regarding Implementation of the Final : 
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Other Allocation Issues, and Related 

Rule Updates 


COMMENTS OF THE SILVERCREEK AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 


I. INTRODUCTION 


The Silvercreek Amateur Radio Association (“SARA”), an Ohio-based non-profit 
representing 143 members engaged in the amateur radio arts and sciences, respectfully submits the 


following response to ET Docket No. 23-120 before October 31, 2023. 


II. SECTION V (B)(1) RELATED TO POWER LEVEL 


The FCC should adopt the WRC-15 allocation of 5351.5-5366.5 kHz to the Amateur Radio 


Service on a secondary basis as described in the Notice. 


However, the FCC should not impose the 9.15W effective radiated power (ERP) cap 
recommended by the WRC-15 proceeding. As discussed extensively in paragraphs 43-48 the 
WRC-15 allocation is already variable based on geography, Canada has already adopted higher 
power, and there are valid reasons for retaining the 100W ERP limit. The Amateur Radio Service 
is already bound by §97.313(a) to use only the minimum power necessary to carry out the desired 


communications. A 100W ERP limit strikes a good balance between harmful interference with 


other users of the allocation while allowing Amateur Radio Service operators to use reasonable 
increases in power to overcome noise and natural interference. SARA agrees with the comments 
of the ARRL to allocate 5351.5-5366.5 kHz to the Amateur Radio Service with a maximum 100W 


ERP. This limit lays within the considered reasonable norms and practices of radio operations. 


HI. SECTION V (B)(1) RELATED TO EXISTING CHANNELIZED ALLOCATION 


The FCC should not remove the existing discrete channels at 5332, 5348, 5373, and 5405 
kHz. These channels are key to interoperability with federal agencies, notably the Department of 
Homeland Security RESources High Frequency Radio (SHARES) and the Military Auxiliary 
Radio System (MARS). Those four channels allocated to the Amateur Radio Services overlap with 
channels S151, S152, S154, and S155 allocated to SHARES and MARS. Removing those four 
channels would leave only one overlap for SHARES and MARS stations on channel S153. 
Interoperability between these services is important in emergency situations and many SHARES 
and MARS stations are also amateur operators. There is limited conflict of interest with these 
channels and there is an extensive history of cooperation and non-interference on these channels. 
Removing the allocations does not solve any known or expressed problem documented in the 


Notice while reducing the ability for interoperation between radio services. 


IV. SECTION V (B)(1) RELATED TO NEW CHANNELIZED ALLOCATION 


The FCC should not channelize the proposed frequency allocation between 5351.5-5366.5 
kHz. Channelization in the Amateur Radio Service is limiting due to the varying nature of 


emissions depending on the type, e.g. CW vs. phone vs. digital modes. Each mode has varying 


bandwidths and requiring discrete channelization places unnecessary limitations that would allow 


for flexibility and robust use of the frequency. 


No special consideration for the CW mode of operation should be contemplated related to 


channelization for this allocation. 


V. SECTION V (B)(1) RELATED TO STATION CLASSES AND PERMITTED USE 


With regards to station class, the minimum license level necessary to use the new allocation should 


be a General Class License. 


With regards to permitted use, SARA strongly urges the FCC to consider that the best use of these 
frequencies is digital emission modes. For example, OLIVIA, MT63, and VARA are not only 
efficient and useful, but highly interoperable with other services and stations. Conversely, CW is 
not an interoperable mode with our services. The FCC should not consider the CW mode of 
operation as special or apart from any other use. Special carve-outs for CW are an obsolete method 


of bandwidth allocation. 


In paragraph 51, there is a comment related to “publicly documented digital codes”. SARA 
recognizes this is a subtle way to proactively ban PACTOR III and PACTOR IV. However, the lack 
of open source or open spec high speed digital modes in the amateur HF bands is directly due to 
the limitations on symbol rate in § 97.307. As other technologies areas have proven in the last 40 
years, innovation flourishes in an unencumbered environment. The PACTOR modes are pervasive 
due to lack of ability to innovate and consider other incentives beyond commercial monetary ones. 
Rather than limiting these emission types, the FCC should adopt rules that will drive innovation 


and efficient use of spectrum. In regard to this rulemaking, SARA urges the FCC not to place any 


additional limiting factors on the new spectrum. We also, again, urge the FCC to take action on 
removing the symbol rate limitation for the entire Amateur Radio Service. That will permit greater 


utility of this bandwidth as well as the other bands in the service as well. 


CONCLUSION 
The Silvercreek Amateur Radio Association appreciates the opportunity to provide comments in 


response to Docket 23-120. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Dated: October 14, 2023 s/Jason D. McCormick/ 
Jason D. McCormick 
FCC License N8EI 
on behalf of 
Silvercreek Amateur Radio Association 
Wadsworth, Ohio 
n8ei@w8wky.org 


